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published in the Nezv York Medical Record of Jan. 31st.
He concludes that mental disease is not so frequently due to
arterio-sclerosis as is commonly believed. Observations on
the heart and aorta of the insane showed that arterio-
sclerosis was exceedingly frequent, but mental disorder
could be ascribed to such a morbid process only when it
affected the blood-vessels of the brain. In many cases
of advanced chronic insanity or dementia such a condition
undoubtedly existed. The progress of arterio-sclerosis in the
brain was associated with loss of memory of the immediate

past and attacks of mental confusion and transitory delirium.
Such dements were found to be liable to indulge in petty
larceny and sexual misconduct and they were frequently
guilty of attempts to set fire to houses. Mental disease

occurring in that period of life when arterio-sclerosis was
most common showed, adds Dr. Meyer, no peculiarity in
its nature and course that could not be fairly accounted for
by the commencing cerebral decadence of later life which
was a prominent feature especially in neurotic subjects.
Both senile and pre-senile decay of brain power was asso-
ciated with arterio-sclerosis, but no special arterio-selerotic
insanity could be said to exist. When arterio-sclerosis was
associated with insanity the prognosis was naturally more
serious, as there was no special treatment for such a diseased
condition of the arteries of the brain.

KING EDWARD’S HOSPITAL FUND FOR LONDON.

THE annual meeting of the general council of King
Edward’s Hospital Fund for London was held at York

House, St. James’s, on Feb. 24th, H. R. H. the Prince of

Wales being in the chair. The treasurer, Lord Rothschild,
submitted the account of receipts and expenditure during the
past year ending Dec. 31st, 1902. He mentioned especially
the munificent gifts of Lord Strathcona and Lord Mount-

Stephen, Mr. Edgar Speyer, and Mrs. Lewis. The re-

ceipts during the year had been &pound;604,802 18s. 5d., of which
L28,729 12s. 5d. were annual subscriptions, .6400,000 was
the value of the capital given by Lord Strathcona and Lord
Mount-Stephen, and the coronation gift was .Ell8, 663 13s. ld.,
while the balance was made up by other donations and
income from investments. &pound;101,000 were distributed in gifts
to the hospitals, made up as follows : annual grants to 25
hospitals, C29,150; donations to 80 hospitals, .670,850; grants
to 14 convalescent homes, &pound;1000, which amount was received
from the trustees of the London Parochial Charities. It

may be interesting to mention the eight hospitals which
have been allotted the largest grants, viz., London Hospital,
annual .B5000, donation .63500 ; Guy’s Hospital, annual

.E5000, donation &pound;2000 ; Royal London Ophthalmic Hospital,
annual &pound;2000, donation .B2500; University College Hospital,
annual .BIOOO, donation .62500; West London Hospital,
annual .61500, donation .62000; King’s College Hospital,
annual &pound;1000, donation .62000 ; Tottenham Hospital, annual
&pound;1000, donation .62000 ; Metropolitan Hospital, annual &pound;500,
donation .62500. This accounts for .636,000 of the sum dis-
tributed. The working expenses amounted to &pound;1942 2s. 3d.
Of the balance of &pound;501,860 16s. 2d. &pound;425,136 6s. had been
added to capital account (making it &pound;447,225 15s. ld.) and
&pound;76,724 10s. 2d. had been added to the general funds
account (making it .6229,583 6s.). Thus the total amount
of assets, after deducting liabilities to sundry creditors,
(.6323 18s. 5d.), amounted to .B676,809 ls. ld. to Dec. 31st,
1902, of which .B662,000 were invested, producing an income
of .624,000 a year. The Prince of Wales, who was congratu-
lated on the success of the Fund, said that the King in his
original letter in 1897 stated that their endeavour should be to
raise an annual sum of from &pound;100,000 to .6150,000, but that
to make up their income to &pound;50,000 a year from investments
an addition of .6870,000 to the capital would be necessary.
The visiting committee had been largely increased. It was

composed of 23 medical men and 23 laymen. An important,
resolution had been passed requesting promoters of new

hospitals or those reconstructing or extending within the
area dealt with by the Fund to submit their proposals to
the Fund, as it was felt that an independent authority
like that Fund, possessing the willing and expert services
of the highest representatives of the medical faculty,
could render valuable assistance in such circumstances.
The distribution committee was considering what steps
could be taken to bring about the desired results in the-

amalgamation of certain hospitals and the removal of
others to places where they were more needed. The-

scope of the Fund would this year be extended so as.

to include the London County Council area, when out-

side the seven-mile radius of Charing Cross, which would
include new districts containing many poor and densely
populated suburbs. The committee desired to point out that
those who live outside London may reasonably be expected
to give something to the hospitals of the capital of the
Empire, since 25 per cent. of the patients in London

hospitals came from outside the metropolis. The Lord

Mayor (Sir Marcus Samuel) said that the preparation of
accounts in a proper form was as good a work as.

the distribution of the money, and also that the time.

was coming when it would be necessary to stop insti-

tuting new foundations until those existing had adequate
support. Sir John Aird and Lord Rothschild having-
spoken the Prince of Wales in continuation said that they
desired to express sincere gratitude to those who con-

tributed small sums-shillings and pennies, and recognised
that the results this year were exceptional and could not
be looked for again. He assured his audience that His-

Majesty watched the growth and vitality of the Fund with
as much interest and satisfaction as he did when he was
President. The Prince concluded by saying that he was.
well aware of the heavy sacrifices of time involved by the
labours of the council, committees, and officials, for which
he offered them his grateful thanks and trusted that they
would be kind enough to serve for another year in their

respective capacities. -

COAL SMOKE ABATEMENT.

FROM some remarks which were made at the annual
: general meeting of the Coal Smoke Abatement Society held

under the presidency of the Duke of Argyll at Grosvenor
House on Feb. 24th, it is clear that no country and no place-
where coal is used are free from the pernicious effects of
smoke, but it does not follow that no attempt should be made
to combat these effects. In this country public attention has
often been called to the evils of coal smoke-its injurious-
ness to health, its destructive effects upon trees and

flowers, its ruinous action upon pictures and furniture
have all been noted. But until the advent of the Coal

L Smoke Abatement Society no organised effort was made

, to check the ills of which so many complain and which are
- so undoubted and so serious. At the annual meeting of the

society Sir William Richmond, R.A., the president, said that
i the delightful weather which we had been having for the
l last two months was in some measure due to the society

and there is, we venture to think, a great deal of truth
ti in this audacious statement. From Jan. lst to Dec. 31st,
, 1902, the society’s inspectors reported the result of

, 2470 observations which led to the detection of 1831
} nuisances and 1701 complaints were forwarded to the
- corporation of the City of London, the London County
s Council, borough and district councils, and the port
) sanitary authority of London. In consequence of these
t complaints 88 summonses were issued and in 72 cases

s conviction was obtained with penalties and costs amount-
. ing to over 200. The total of the work done since
s the society was established in 1899 is as follows :
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’6600 observations have been kept by its inspectors, 4623
nuisances have been reported, 4423 reports have been

notified to local authorities, and 330 summonses have been
issued, the total fines amounting to &pound;1287. There can be no

doubt that considerable practical good has been effected,
and if we do not entirely owe the presence of spring during
the winter months of January and February to the Coal

Smoke Abatement Society we see no reason why the society
should not claim credit for a proportion of our unwonted

sunshine. Among the speakers at the meeting at Grosvenor
House, in addition to the President, were Dr. H. A. Des

Vosux (the treasurer of the society), Lord Robert Cecil, K.C.,
Sir James Crichton Browne, F.R.S., and Mr. W. D. Caroe,
and full testimony was borne by all of them to the injury
which coal smoke does to the public health and to its

demoralising effect upon the people. The report of the

society, which contains some very instructive illustrations,
can be obtained at 25, Victoria-street, Westminster, S. W.

THE LATE MR. W. J. C. MILLER.

IN our issue of Feb. 21st, p. 541, we announced the death
of Mr. W. J. C. Miller who will be known to most of our

readers, if not to all, as the late registrar of the General
’Medical Council. His death occurred on Feb. llth
-from bronchitis following influenza, but for some years
.past he had been suffering from hemiplegia. William
Miller was born in 1832 and was educated at the

West of England Dissenters’ Proprietary College, Taunton.
One of his fellow scholars there was the late John Wale
Hicks who entered the medical profession and who, after-
wards taking holy orders, became Bishop of Bloemfontein.
Mr. Miller on leaving Taunton became a teacher at

Huddersfield and here began his connexion with the

Educational Times of which journal he was mathematical
editor for nearly 40 years. In 1876 he was appointed
registrar to the General Medical Council and took up his
abode at Richmond, where he wrote those charming essays
-about bird life upon many of which we have commented
in our pages. In November, 1896, during the session of
the General Medical Council, he suffered from aphasia
and finally sent in his resignation on May 21st, 1897.
The Council had no power to grant a pension, but
Mr. Miller was presented with Z1000 as a gratuity. A

faithful servant of the medical profession he practically
finished his life’s work in harness. His last days were passed
.at Bournemouth. 

____

THE PREVALENCE OF SMALL-POX.

THE Local Government Board for Scotland intimates that

,during the period from Feb. lst to 15th inclusive 2 cases
only of small-pox have been notified to it-viz., another

case in Leith Burgh and 1 intimated from Grangemouth
Burgh, the case of a seaman on board a ship which arrived
.at the latter port on Feb. 12th.

THE 130th anniversary dinner of the Medical Society of
London will be held at the Whitehall Rooms, H6tel

Metropole, on Saturday, March 7th, at 7.30 P. M. Mr.
A. Pearce Gould, the President, will take the chair. In

addition to the Presidents of the Royal College of Physicians
of London, of the Royal College of Surgeons of England,
.and of the "Sister Societies," the President and Council

will have the honour of including am ng their guests the
Lord High Chancellor, Lord Sandhurst, the Hon. Robert P.
Porter, late U S. A. Commissioner in Cuba, Mr. Balfour

Browne, K.C., Mr. Montague Lush, K.C., Sir Thomas Smith,
Bart., K.C.V.O., and Sir Thomas Barlow, Bart., K.C.V.O.

Sir Henry Burdett, K.C.B., will open a discussion at the
Caxton Hall, Westminster, on March 3rd, before a meeting of
the Hospitals Association, on Hospital Sites and Population

in London : Ought any, and if so which, of the large
hospitals to be moved from their present sites to new ones
situated (a) in more congested districts or (b) in the country?
Sir Trevor Lawrence, Bart., treasurer of St. Bartholomew’s

Hospital, will take the chair at 5 P. M. and tickets can be
obtained on application to Mr. Sydney Phillips at St.

Thomas’s Hospital. -

THE death is announced on Feb. 18th of Dr. Thomas

Peregrine, formerly of Half Moon-street. Dr. Peregrine was
in his ninety-third year. He was educated at St. George’s
Hospital and at Edinburgh University where he took the
degree of M.D. in 1833. He became a Member of the Royal
College of Surgeons of England in 1837 and a Member of
the Royal College of Physicians of London in 1859. He
was also at one time Senior Warden and a member of the
Court of Examiners of the Societyof Apothecaries of London.

A SESSIONAL meeting of the Sanitary Institute will be
held at the Parkes Museum on Wednesday, March llth, at
8 P. M., when a discussion will take place on Sewage
Disposal and the Qualities essential in a Sewage Effluent.
The discussion will be opened by Dr. George Reid, medical
officer of health to the Staffordshire county council, and a
general discussion will follow.

AT the next meeting of the Society of Anaesthetists on
March 6th, at 8.30 P.M., Mr. A. Vernon-Harcourt, F.R.S.,
will read a paper on, and will show, his new chloroform

regulating inhaler by which the percentage of chloroform
in the vapour inhaled can be, it is claimed, positively
controlled. All members of the medical profession are
invited to be present. -

THE report of the Departmental Committee appointed by
the Home Secretary four months ago to draft a scheme for
the regulation of cremation proceedings has been issued.
The suggestions of the committee are clear and careful and
have important medical bearings to which we shall shortly
have occasion to direct attention.

THE UNIVERSITIES OF SPAIN.

(FROM A SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT.)

SPAIN is divided for educational purposes into ten districts,
each with a university-viz., Madrid, Barcelona, Valencia,
Seville, Granada, Valladolid, Santiago, Saragossa, Salamanca,
and Oviedo. There is a faculty of medicine at each of these
universities except at Salamanca and Oviedo. Each faculty is
ruled by a dean (who receives from Z190 to Z220 per annum)
and there are from 16 to 19 professors who are paid from
.B102 to &pound;175 yearly according to seniority ; one professor
at Barcelona has an income of 245. At Madrid there
are five extraordinary professors for the M.D. degree, as

it is almost exclusively in this university that this dei2ree
is obtained, but these professors are not more highly
paid than are the rest. There are in all about 16.000
students at these ten universities and of these about 7000
are studying medicine, for in Spain every medical man
must have a university degree to qualify him for practice.
This rule is not an absolute guarantee of the effi iency of
the practitioner, for a boy may enter the university at 12
years of age and be a fully qualified doctor at 16 and may
then practise if he can find patients to trust him or a

newspaper to advertise his precocity, as sometimes happens.
University students must first go through the curriculum at

one of the institutos or schools for middle-class boys who
receive a higher education than do the pupils in the State
schools which latter are equivalent to our board schools.
Boys who have finished their school training pa-s an

examination and receive the degree of Bachelor (B A..),
which is a necessary step before they can be admitted
to a university, so that this examination is equiva-
lent to matriculation in an English university. Spanish


